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LASZLO DOSA 


FOCUS WILLIAM LEAR 
ANNCR: 

WILLIAM LEAR, AN AMERICAN INVENTOR, HAS DIED AT AGE SEVENTY- 
FIVE, VOA SCIENCE EDITOR LASZLO DOSA PREPARED THIS REPORT. 
VOICE: 

THE NAME OF WILLIAM LEAR CONJURES UP MEMORIES OF PEOPLE 
LIKE EDISON, OR BELL, OR HENRY FORD. A SELF-TAUGHT GENIUS, 

HE WAS ONE OF THE FAST-DISAPPEARING BREED THAT WE MIGHT CALL -- 
FOR LACK OF A BETTER TERM -- THE INDEPENDENT INVENTOR. 

MOST OF THE INVENTIONS OF OUR AGE -- AND THERE ARE MILLIONS 
OF THEM -- ARE THE WORK OF NAMELESS AND FACELESS TEAMS OF 
SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS IN THE RESEARCH LABORATORIES OF 
UNIVERSITIES OR INDUSTRIAL CORPORATIONS. MOST PEOPLE WOULD NOT 
KNOW WHO INVENTED THE TRANSISTOR, EVEN THOUGH JOHN BARDEEN, 
WALTER BRATTAIN AND WILLIAM SHOCKLEY OF THE BELL TELEPHONE 
LABORATORIES RECEIVED THE NOBEL PRIZE FOR IT. BUT EVERYBODY 
ASSOCIATES THE NAME OF EDISON WITH THE LIGHTBULB, BELL WITH THE 
TELEPHONE, OR HENRY FORD WITH THE AUTOMOBILE ASSEMBLY LINE, 

WILLIAM LEAR, HOLDER OF SOME ONE~HUNDRED-FIFTY PATENTS, 

WAS AN INVENTOR FROM THE SAME MOLD, ALWAYS ANXIOUS TO DREAM 
UP NEW THINGS OR IMPROVE UPON EXISTING ONES, HIS FERTILE BRAIN 
WAS ABLE TO PERCEIVE THE NEED FOR A NEW PRODUCT BEFORE THAT 
NEED WAS GENERALLY RECOGNIZED, 

IF YOU HAPPEN TO BE LISTENING TO THIS BROADCAST OVER A CAR 
RADIO, THANK WILLIAM LEAR FOR INVENTING A RADIO THAT WOULD FIT 
INTO AN AUTOMOBILE, MORE THAN FIFTY YEARS AGO, THE BIG AIRLINER 
YOU MAY SEE FLYING TEN KILOMETERS OVER YOUR HEAD MAY BE KEPT 
ON ITS COURSE BY THE AUTOPILOT, ANOTHER LEAR INVENTION, AND 
COUNTLESS BUSINESS EXECUTIVES, HIGH OFFICIALS -- OR FILM STARS -- 
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AROUND THE WORLD ARE FLYING IN THEIR LEARJET, THE HIGHLY 
SUCCESSFUL PRIVATE AIRPLANE INVENTED BY WILLIAM LEAR. 

NOT ALL OF LEAR'S INVENTIONS TURNED OUT TO BE SUCCESSFUL. 
A FEW YEARS AGO, FOR EXAMPLE, HE CAUSED QUITE A STIR BY 
ANNOUNCING THE INVENTION OF A STEAM-POWERED AUTOMOBILE. FOR 
SOME REASON, IT WAS A FAILURE, EVEN THOUGH THERE REMAINS A 
GREAT NEED FOR AN ENGINE THAT DOES NOT DEPEND ON PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS. 

TO THE VERY LAST DAY, WHEN HE WAS FINALLY OVERCOME BY 
LEUKEMIA, WILLIAM LEAR WAS WORKING ON NEW INVENTIONS, HIS 
LAST, ANOTHER AIRPLANE, REPRESENTS ENTIRELY NEW CONCEPTS IN 
AIRCRAFT PRODUCTION, WHAT IS MORE, ACCORDING TO THE INVENTOR, 
IT WILL BE THE SAFEST AIRCRAFT EVER DESIGNED. 

WILLIAM LEAR, NOW IN THE COMPANY OF THOMAS EDISON, 
ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL, HENRY FORD AND THE OTHER GREAT INVENTORS 
OF THE PAST, IS DEAD, BUT HIS MANY INVENTIONS WILL SERVE TO 
KEEP HIS MEMORY ALIVE. 
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